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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 1540 11.7 5.9 30 38.9 99.6
2 890 8.7 4.6 20 43.6 57.6
3 635 10 4.6 20 49.8 41.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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CHRISTIANITY AND CONTEMPORARY LIFESTYLES

Answer Question 1 (Section A) and either Question 2 or Question 3 (Section B).

SECTION A

Answer all parts of this question.

1. This question is about Christian relationships with others.

 Study Source A below and then answer the question that follows.

Source A – A Christian Aid Poster

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

 (a) Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe Christian responses to poverty. [2]
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 (b) Describe what happens during a Christian wedding. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.



4

(4323-01)

Examiner
only

Source B – Christian baptism
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 (c) Use Source B and your own knowledge to describe Christian baptism. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Study Source B below and then answer the question that follows.
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 (d) Explain why family is important to Christians. [6]
  You may refer to Bible or Church teachings.
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 Study Sources C and D and then answer the question that follows.

 Source C 

 (e) Use Sources C and D and your own knowledge to explain why there is a range of 
Christian views towards cohabitation. [6]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Catholic Church has reaffirmed its opposition to Government proposals to 
give unmarried cohabiting couples similar legal rights to married people.’

‘The Church of England came out in support of the proposals (to give cohabiting 
couples similar rights to married couples) saying it was “sympathetic” to a change 
in the law for cohabiting couples.’

[Extract from Christian Today (October 2006), supporting marriage]

 Source D

[Extract from a Christian news website (October 2006), supporting cohabiting couples]
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 (f) ‘We live in a secular society so the role of the church minister is unimportant in the UK 
today.’

  To what extent do you agree with this statement? [8]

  In your answer you may consider:
	 	 	 •	 why	some	people	think	the	role	of	the	minister	is	very	important;
	 	 	 •	 whilst	others	think	they	have	little	or	no	role	to	play.
  Conclude your answer by saying how far you agree with the statement.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF SECTION A
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Sticky Note
This candidate addresses the question well clearly referring to the source and adding their own knowledge. As both parts of the answer are correct this response gains 2 marks.

Sticky Note
Many candidates failed to refer to the source in this question, instead writing only about Christian responses to poverty. 



Sticky Note
This response starts well, clearly looking at a Christian wedding.  It does not focus wholly on describing a wedding, but it does look at several elements of a Christian wedding, using some correct terminology. This answer gains 3 marks, what would you do to improve it?

Sticky Note
Many candidates did not answer this question well because they focussed on the non religious elements of a wedding, or explained the importance of marriage.



Sticky Note
This response starts well, making simple but accurate points from the source. The candidate goes on to add their own knowledge, but they have not read the command word in the question. They have  explained the reasons and purpose, they have not described either an infant or and adult baptism. This answer gains 2 marks. How would you describe either infant or adult baptism?

Sticky Note
Many candidates offered generalised answers, e.g. ‘water is used’, and it was difficult to know whether they were describing adult or infant baptism. Many explained the importance of Baptism, or the meaning of the symbols.









Sticky Note
This response does address the question, offering reasons why the minister is and is not important to people today. Although it does not make specific reference to a secular society there is understanding of this context in the answer. In places the response is generalized and would benefit from more specific detail. This answer gains 5 marks. Try using the scaffold, what detail would you add to improve this response?

Sticky Note
Candidates made better use of the scaffold than last year but few candidates placed their answer in the context of secular society as required in the opening statement of the question. Candidates should be reminded to re-read the opening statement of this style of question after they have read the scaffold to ensure that they are addressing it.  
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If	you	have	answered	Question	2	you	must not answer Question 3.

3. This question is about Christian beliefs and practices in contemporary society.

 Study Source A below and then answer the question that follows.

Source A – Drawing of the Bible account of the crucifixion

 (a) Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the crucifixion of Jesus. [2]

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn over.
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 (b) Describe the events of Holy Week. [4]
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 (c) Explain why Jesus’ teachings are important to the lifestyle and choices of Christians in the 
UK today. [6]

  You may refer to specific teachings.
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 (d) ‘Being a good Christian must involve going to church, singing hymns and taking the 

Eucharist.’
  To what extent do you agree with this statement? [8]

  In your answer you may consider:
	 	 	 •	 how	these	things	could	contribute	to	a	good	Christian	life;
	 	 	 •	 other	ways	of	worshipping	and	living	a	good	Christian	life.
  Conclude your answer by saying how far you agree with the statement.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF SECTION B

END OF PAPER
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Sticky Note
This candidate has set out their response very clearly so that both parts of the question have been answered.As both parts of the response are correct, this answer gained 2 marks.

Sticky Note
As with other part (a) questions, some candidates were credited with 1 mark because they either failed to refer to the source or, in some cases, they failed to add anything from their own knowledge. 



Sticky Note
This is a detailed answer, which refers to several aspects of Holy Week in the correct order. The candidate identifies what happened on those days in the life of Jesus and goes on to say how this is remembered by Christians today. The candidate has therefore elaborated on each of the points that they have made. This answer gains 4 marks.

Sticky Note
This question was answered well by many candidates although too many mixed up the events of Holy Week with Lent. Some candidates tend to provide only lists e.g. Palm Sunday, Good Friday. 



Sticky Note
This answer starts well, explaining straight away some of the ways in which Jesus' teaching are important to the lifestyle and choices of Christians. The candidate goes on to refer to the Beatitudes which is good, but the first details given are not accurate. However the candidate does go on to quote, with accuracy from the Beatitudes and explains how this might impact on Christians. The end of the response makes a somewhat generalized point, but one worthy of some credit. This is a very good level 2 answer, gaining 4 marks. To improve the candidate could have looked at a wider range of teachings. what would you add to improve this response?

Sticky Note
The examiners saw a lot of very vague answers. Many candidates described the parable of the Good Samaritan but these responses usually failed to explain the relevance of this story to Christians in the UK today. Candidates should be reminded to read the question and apply their knowledge more carefully to the focus of the question. 



Sticky Note
The response starts well, clearly sign - posting one view point. The candidate makes several points on each side of the argument, showing some understanding of different types of public worship, and other ways of living a Christian life. There is balance in this response, although it could be more detailed on the benefits of different forms of worship and other ways of living a Christian life. This answer gains 6 marks. What detail would you add to improve this response?

Sticky Note
The examiners were disappointed to find that many candidates did not understand the Eucharist. There were however some interesting discussions of public, private, charismatic and sacramental worship.
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GCSE Humanities 
4323/01 CHRISTIANITY AND CONTEMPORARY 


LIFESTYLES 
 
 
 


SECTION A 
 
Question 1 
 
(a) Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe Christian responses to poverty. 
  [2] 
 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


1 0 1 2 


 
Point marking: 1 mark for correct point from source e.g. campaign against hunger (1)lots of 
people involved. (1)  1 mark for correct  point from own knowledge e.g. name of a charity (1) 
or campaign/describe element of aid (1) 
 
(b) Describe what happens during a Christian wedding [4] 
 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


4 0 0 4 


 


L1    1 - 2 marks L2    3 - 4 marks 


Basic description or simple list. More detailed description with more than 
one accurate point. 
 
Elaboration of one or more points needed to 
gain 4 marks. 


 
Indicative content: 
 
L1 - May mention church, minister, vows etc or give a basic description of one. 
 
L 2 - More than one part of the ceremony described briefly:  Reading about beliefs about 
marriage, declaration, vows, rings, proclamation, prayers, readings and sermon, Signing of 
the register or a more detailed description of one/two part/s of the ceremony including 
several accurate points; e.g. Declarations: the couple make their promises in front of God 
that they will love, comfort, honour and protect their partner as long as they both shall live. 
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(c) Use source B and your own knowledge to describe Christian baptism. [4] 
 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


2 0 2 4 


 


L1    1 - 2 marks L2    3 - 4 marks 


Limited description taken from the source.  
Likely to give a simple description of the 
source and/or use very basic knowledge. No 
elaboration. 
Max 2 marks for knowledge only. 


Description uses source and own 
knowledge.  
 
For 4 marks there is elaboration using own 
knowledge and understanding. 


 
Indicative content:  
L1 - Just picks out key points from source:  babies or adults may be baptised, font or water 
may be mentioned or just use basic knowledge; may mention god parents, candle, water on 
babies head etc the points will be simple. 
 
L2 - Uses both source and knowledge, may describe infant or believers baptism in some 
detail. 
Believers' Baptism 
Answers may include: 
Congregation will sing a hymn together, Pastor/minister will give a short talk on the meaning 
of baptism,  The person being baptised will give a short testimony,  The person along with 
the pastor/minister will then enter the baptismal tank,  The pastor/minister says the words, 
"On profession of your faith, I baptise you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit",  The pastor/minister will immerse the person under the water and bring them back up. 
Infant Baptism 
Answers may include: 
The role of the priest/minister,  Where the baptism takes place,  The role of parents and 
godparents,  What the font is used for,  How the baptism takes place,  Prayers that are said,  
The symbols that may be used in the baptism. 
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(d) Explain why family is important to Christians. [6] 
 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


2 4 0 6 


 


L1    1 - 2 marks L2    3 - 4 marks L3    5 - 6 marks 


Basic explanation with little 
or no elaboration or simple 
list of points. 
 
Max 2 marks for description 
only. 


Explanation with more than 
one accurate point. 
 
Elaboration of one or more 
points needed to gain 4 
marks. 


Detailed explanation with 
more than one accurate 
point. 
 
Elaboration of one or more 
points using accurate 
knowledge and 
understanding of religious 
concepts / teachings. 


 
Indicative content:  
L1 - May describe the Christian family, or make simple statements about its importance. 
 
L2 - Should give some explanation of why the family is important; may mention the Bible 
teachings, passing on beliefs, love and support etc.  At the top of the level there should be 
some explanation of more than one of these. 
 
L3 - Should explain several points, may discuss the importance of bringing up children to 
follow Christian beliefs, God created the family to keep society together, it is the way God 
wants children to be brought up.  May mentioned the Children's Society or National 
Children's Homes.  May refer to Bible/Church teachings about the family. 
'Honour your father and your mother' (Exodus 20:12), 'Children, obey your parents... 
Parents, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the instruction of the 
Lord' (Ephesians 6:1,4).  'The family is the community in which, from childhood, one can 
learn moral values, begin to honour God and make good use of freedom'  (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church).  'Grown children have responsibilities towards their parents.  As much as 
they can, they must give them moral support in old age and in times of illness, loneliness or 
distress.'  (Catechism of the Catholic Church). 
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(e) Use Sources C and D, and your own knowledge to explain why there is a range of 


Christian views towards cohabitation. [6] 
 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


2 2 2 6 


 


L1    1 - 2 marks L2    3 - 4 marks L3    5 - 6 marks 


Descriptive answer. 
Candidate may paraphrase 
the content of the source/s 
or provide very basic 
knowledge.  
No elaboration. 
 
 


Explanation of one or both 
viewpoints (although one 
view may be discussed in 
more detail than the other). 
 
Candidate uses source/s 
and own knowledge.  
 
For 4 marks there is 
elaboration of at least one 
point of view. 


Detailed explanation of both 
views with more than one 
example of elaboration. 
 
Candidate uses both sources 
and own knowledge. 
 
 


 
Indicative content: 
L1 - May describe one or both sources; may mention sex before marriage, describe 
Christian marriage or give a basic reason for or against getting married. 
 
L2 - Will note that some Christians are for and some against cohabitation. 
May refer to the content or the attribution of the sources, may tend to one view/refer only to 
one source.  May refer to the legal rights of cohabiting couples, beliefs about sex before 
marriage, reasons for/against getting married. 
 
L3 - Will look at both view points and refer to both sources or their attributions.  May refer to 
specific Bible teachings.  (Genesis chapter 2 verse 18, Genesis chapter 2 verse 24, 1 
Corinthians chapter 6 verse 12 - 18) or church teachings, may refer to ideas of sin, 
commitment, importance of family, may discuss legal rights. 
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(f) 'We live in a secular society so the role of the church minister is unimportant in the 
UK today'. [8] 


 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


3 3 2 8 


 


 L1    1 - 2 marks L2    3 - 5 marks L3    6 - 8 marks 


 A narrative The controversy / 
dilemma is 
recognised 


The dilemma is 
understood and an 
evaluation is made 
based on evidence 


Description and 
explanation of 
evidence 


A few simple points 
are made with no 
elaboration. 
OR 
A purely descriptive 
answer. 


A range of points are 
made on one or both 
sides of the 
argument. 
 
Max 4 marks for one-
sided discussion of 
the statement.     
 
For 4 or 5 marks 
some points are 
elaborated.  
 


For 6 marks a range 
of points are made 
both for and against 
the statement. 
 
For 7 - 8 marks they 
must be detailed and 
accurate. 
 
 


Analysis / 
conclusion 
 


Conclusion is not 
attempted 
OR 
Conclusion is made 
but with no 
justification. 


Conclusion is 
supported with 
simple statements. 


Conclusion is justified 
by direct reference to 
the evidence. 
 
 


QWC Communication is 
unclear. The answer 
is likely to be 
unstructured. There 
are a number of 
errors in spelling and 
/ or punctuation. 


Communication is 
clear and there is an 
attempt to structure 
the answer. There 
are few errors in 
spelling and / or 
punctuation. 


Communication is 
articulate and the 
answer has a clear 
structure.  Where 
religious terms are 
used they are used 
correctly.  There is 
clear accuracy of 
spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 


 
Indicative content: 
L1 - Simple points e.g. no one goes to church, they marry people etc. 
 
L2 - Makes points on both sides of the argument, may tend to one view.  At the top of the 
level expect elaboration of one or more argument.  See likely arguments. 
 
For 5 marks there must be acknowledgement of two view points. 
 
L3 - Explains arguments for and against the statement. 
 
For 7/8 marks there must be a judgement from the candidate - agrees/ disagrees with the 
statement and reasons why. 
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Likely arguments for: 
 
Declining church attendance, old fashioned not connected with modern society, they don't 
do anything in the community, community life has declined, society has changed, there are 
other forms of guidance, other religions, on line ministry etc. 
 
Likely arguments against: 
 
People still want to get married, have their children baptised, have Christian funerals, go to 
church for important festivals, guidance, support, pastoral role of minister in the community, 
following in the footsteps of Jesus, Jesus' ministry involved socialising with people, not just 
preaching at them etc.' 
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Question 3  This question is about Christian beliefs and practices 
in contemporary society  
 


(a) Use source A and your own knowledge to describe the crucifixion of Jesus? [2] 
 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


1 0 1 2 
 


Points marking:  
Credit point from the source e.g.  Jesus was nailed to a cross,(1) alongside two others,(1) he 
had a sign above his head,(1) he had a crown of thorns.(1) Credit point from own knowledge 
e.g. women were present, (1) guards,(1) nailed to cross,(1) Golgotha/place of the skull,(1) 
INRI (1) 
 
 


(b) Describe the events of Holy week. [4] 
 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


4 0 0 4 
 


L1    1 - 2 marks L2    3 - 4 marks 


Basic description with little or no elaboration 
or simple list of points. 


Detailed description with more than one 
accurate point. 
 
Elaboration of one or more points needed to 
gain 4 marks. 


 


Indicative content: 
L1 - May list events e.g. Palm Sunday, Last Supper, crucifixion or give a basic description of 
one. 
 


L2 - Expect accurate order of events: may give overview of week or describe one or more 
event in detail - more than one for 4 marks. 
 


Palm Sunday: Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey, the Old Testament 
prophecy said that the Messiah would come to his people in this way.  He was greeted with 
cheers of 'Hosanna', and palm branches were waved.  Drove out buyers and sellers from the 
temple. 
 


Taught and healed. 
 


Thursday: Jesus met with his disciples for the Last Supper; he washed his feet, teaching 
them to serve others.  He talked of his betrayal and death, breaking the bread and saying 
'Eat; this is my body', he blessed the wine saying 'This is my blood which is poured out for 
the many.' 
 


Early hours Friday:  Went to the Garden of Gethsemane with eleven disciples to pray.  Judas 
arrived and betrays him with a kiss.  Jesus is arrested.  Trial by the Jewish authorities. 
 


Friday morning:  Handed over to the Roman Governor Pontius Pilate.  Pilate offers Jesus' 
freedom in honour of the Jewish Passover.  The crowds yell for him to be crucified, wanting 
Barabas to be freed instead. 
 


Friday afternoon:  Beaten, stripped, mocked, whipped with a scourge until he was too weak 
to carry his own cross.  Crucified at Golgotha, between two thieves. 
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(c) Explain why Jesus' teachings are important to the lifestyles and choices of Christians.  


You might refer to specific teachings. [6] 
 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


2 4 0 6 


 


L1    1 - 2 marks L2    3 - 4 marks L3    5 - 6 marks 


Basic explanation with little 
or no elaboration or simple 
list of points. 
 
Max 2 marks for description 
only. 


Explanation with more than 
one accurate point. 
 
Elaboration of one or more 
points needed to gain 4 
marks. 


A range of points are 
explained with one or more 
in depth. 
 
Elaboration of one or more 
points using accurate 
religious knowledge and 
understanding of events. 


 
Indicative content: 
L1 - May describe Christian teachings/make simple points about living a Christian life e.g. 
they pray, try to be good etc. 
 
L2 - May explain teachings such as 'Love your neighbour', eye of a needle', give examples 
of how teachings could be followed e.g. not being rich, helping others. 
 
L3 - May explain several teachings, could mention teachings about relationships, 
wealth/poverty, revenge, care for the planet, prayer sanctity of human life, church 
attendance and give examples of ways in which Christians can follow these in the modern 
world. 
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(d)  "Being a good Christian must involve going to Church, singing hymns and taking the 
Eucharist"  How far do you agree with this statement? [8] 


 


AO1 AO2 AO3 total 


3 3 2 8 


 


 L1    1 - 2 marks L2    3 - 5 marks L3    6 - 8 marks 


 A narrative The controversy / 
dilemma is 
recognised 


The dilemma is 
understood and an 
evaluation is made 
based on evidence 


Description and 
explanation of 
evidence 


A few simple points 
are made with no 
elaboration. 
OR 
A purely descriptive 
answer. 


A range of points are 
made on one or both 
sides of the 
argument. 
 
Max 4 marks for one-
sided discussion of 
the statement. 
 
For 4 or 5 marks 
some points are 
elaborated.  
 


For 6 marks a range 
of points are made 
both for and against 
the statement. 
 
For 7 - 8 marks they 
must be detailed and 
accurate. 
 
 


Analysis / 
conclusion 
 


Conclusion is not 
attempted 
OR  
Conclusion is made 
but with no 
justification. 


Conclusion is 
supported with 
simple statements. 


Conclusion is justified 
by direct reference to 
the evidence. 
 
 


QWC Communication is 
unclear. The answer 
is likely to be 
unstructured. There 
are a number of 
errors in spelling and 
/ or punctuation. 


Communication is 
clear and there is an 
attempt to structure 
the answer. There 
are few errors in 
spelling and / or 
punctuation. 


Communication is 
articulate and the 
answer has a clear 
structure.  Where 
religious terms are 
used they are used 
correctly.  There is 
clear accuracy of 
spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 


 
Indicative content: 
L1 - Simple points e.g. Church is/is not important,  The Eucharist is/is not important, may 
give other options e.g. could dance around, could read the Bible etc. 
 
L2 - Makes points on both sides of the argument, may tend to one view.  At the top of the 
level expect elaboration of one or more argument.  See likely arguments. 
 
For 5 marks, must acknowledge two view points. 
 
L3 - Explains arguments for and against the statement. 
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For 7/8 marks there must be a judgement from the candidate-agrees/disagrees with the 
statement and reasons why. 
 
Likely arguments for: 
 
Going to church is important, meet the Christian community, be involved in celebrations and 
festivals, 
 
It is good to sing hymns (may elaborate on Sacramental worship, benefits of being 
traditional, comforting etc), 
 
Eucharist is important - Jesus asked it of his followers, it is a sacrament, many feel it renews 
their faith. 
 
Likely arguments against: 
 
You don't have to go to church: you could read the Bible/pray at home, God is everywhere, 
you could follow Christian teaching in your daily life, you could devote time to helping others. 
 
Singing hymns is not important: you could sing other songs/dance around (may describe 
other elements of charismatic worship, benefits of being lively, free etc). 
 
The Eucharist is not important: you could worship in other ways, many cannot attend church 
and still live good Christian lives. 
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